Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MANAGU 00182 141417Z 

53 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-15 AID-05 ACDA-10 SCCT-01 NIC-01 /083 W 

022468 

R 141400Z JAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5994 
INFO AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 

UNCLAS MANAGUA 0182 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, NU 

SUBJECT: SOMOZA CRITICIZES CUBA 

1. IN SPEECH TO NATIONAL GUARD ENLISTED MEN GIVEN JANUARY 9, (BUT 
WHOSE BROADCAST DELAYED UNTIL JANUARY 13 UNDER CENSORSHIP 
DECISION), PRESIDENT SOMOZA BLASTED CUBA FOR ITS ASSOCIATION 
WITH FSLN (SANDINISTA NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT). SOMOZA 
CHARGED CUBA AS AN ACCOMPLICE IN THE DEC 27-30 TERRORIST ACT 

BY REFUSING TO REVEAL THE IDENTITY OF THE PERPETRATORS. HE WARNED 
CUBA THAT NICARAGUA HAD AN ARMY WILLING TO MAINTAIN PEACE AND TO 
COMBAT ALL THREATS TO NICARAGUA'S TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE. 

2. SOMOZA CLAIMED THAT NICARAGUA HAD RISEN TO "FIFTH IN SOCIO- 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN LATIN AMERICA AFTER HAVING BEEN LAST ON 
THE LIST." AND THAT THIS HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH NICARAGUA'S 
OWN EFFORTS WITHOUT THE AID OF AN "EXTRA-CONTINENTAL POWER" AS IN 
THE CUBAN CASE. HE FORESAW A BRILLIANT FUTURE OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT FOR NICARAGUA BASED UPON LIBERTY. REMINDING THAT 
NICARAGUA DEVOTES A RELATIVELY SMALL PERCENTAGE OF ITS BUDGET TO 
THE MILITARY, SOMOZA SAID THAT THE HAPPINESS OF THE MASSES WAS 
THE BEST GUARANTEE OF THE NATION'S SECURITY. 
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